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Abstract—This paper addresses the problem of amplify-and-
forward (AF) relaying for multiple-input multiple-output (MI-
MO) multiuser relay networks, where each source transmits
multiple data streams to its corresponding destination with the
assistance of multiple relays. Assuming only imperfect chan-
nel state information (CSI) of all the source-relay and relay-
destination links, we propose a robust approach to jointly design
the source and relay precoders and the receive filters, in which
the worst per-stream mean square error (MSE) is minimized
subject to source and relay power constraints. The channel un-
certainties are assumed to be Gaussian distributed and the well-
known Kronecker model is employed to characterize the spatial
correlations in the proposed design. The resultant optimization
problem is nonconvex and therefore, an algorithmic solution with
proven convergence is proposed by resorting to the iterative block
coordinate update approach along with matrix transformation
and convex conic optimization techniques. Simulation results
show that the proposed joint transceiver design can achieve
an improved robustness against the channel uncertainties when
compared to the non-robust approaches.

I. INTRODUCTION

Multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) amplify-and-
forward (AF) relaying designed for multiuser networks has
attracted considerable interest in the context of wireless
standards such as 3GPP LTE-Advanced. The relay precoder
optimization has been extensively studied in a single-antenna
multiuser framework, where each source/destination is
equipped with a single antenna, under different design
criteria; see, e.g., [1], [2] and references therein.

However, upcoming wireless standards target mobile broad-
band services with enhanced data rate and quality-of-service
(QoS), which leads to a strong interest in studying cooperative
relaying in a MIMO multiuser framework where multiple
antennas are employed at the sources, relays and destinations.
The joint transceiver optimization in this scenario, although
more challenging than the relay precoder design in the single-
antenna case, can provide further performance leverage. In
the literature, the authors in [3] consider the joint transceiver
design to minimize certain global objective functions, such as
the sum power of interference received at all the destinations
and the sum mean square error (MSE) of all the estimated data
streams, by adopting the alternating minimization approach,
which, however, does not take into account the weighted
fairness of each stream. The authors in [4] consider minimizing
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the total source and relay power subject to a minimum
signal-to-noise-plus-interference ratio (SINR) requirement for
each source-destination link. To this end, a two-level iterative
algorithm is proposed which involves semidefinite relaxation
(SDR); however, the number of data streams transmitted by
each source in this work is limited to one.

The efficacy of joint transceiver design in [3], [4] relies
on the assumption of perfect channel state information (CSI)
of all the source-relay and relay-destination links. In practice,
acquiring perfect CSI at a central processing node is quite
challenging. This is primarily due to the combined effects
of various sources of imperfection, e.g., channel estimation
errors, limited quantized feedback, and feedback delays. The
performance of these previous design approaches therefore
will substantially degrade in the presence of CSI errors.

In this paper, we study robust joint transceiver design for
a general MIMO multiuser relay network in the presence of
statistical CSI errors. Our objective, in contrast to the prior
works, is to minimize the worst weighted per-stream MSE
subject to source and relay power constraints, thus ensuring
weighted fairness among multiple data streams. The resultant
optimization problem being nonconvex, we propose an algo-
rithmic solution by resorting to the block coordinate update
approach, which iteratively solves for the optimal source and
relay precoders, and receive filters until convergence, which is
guaranteed in this case. The superiority of our proposed robust
design approach is demonstrated by numerical simulations.

The remainder of the paper is organized as follows. Sec-
tion II introduces the system model and outlines the robust
joint transceiver design problem. The iterative algorithm pro-
posed to solve the nonconvex optimization problem is exposed
in Section III. Numerical results and discussions are reported
in Section IV. Finally, Section V presents the conclusions.

II. SYSTEM MODEL AND PROBLEM FORMULATION

We consider a MIMO multiuser relay network where M
AF relay nodes assist the one-way communication between
K source/destination pairs, as depicted in Fig. 1, with all the
nodes equipped with multiple antennas. Specifically, the kth

source and destination, respectively, employ NS,k and ND,k

antennas, for k ∈ K � {1, 2, · · · ,K}, while the mth relay
employs NR,m antennas, for m ∈ M � {1, · · · ,M}. All the
relays work under the half-duplex AF protocol in which the
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Fig. 1. Multiuser MIMO relay network with each source transmitting multiple
data streams to its corresponding destination.

data transmission from the sources to their destinations is com-
pleted in two stages. In the first stage, all the sources transmit
their signals to the relays simultaneously while in the second
stage, the relays apply linear processing to the received signals
and forward the resultant to all the destinations. We assume
that no direct links between the sources and destinations are
available due to the severe attenuation.

A narrowband flat-fading radio propagation model is con-
sidered where we denote by Hm,k ∈ C

NR,m×NS,k the channel
matrix between the kth source and the mth relay, and by
Gk,m ∈ C

ND,k×NR,m the channel matrix between the mth relay
and the kth destination. Let sk � [sk,1, · · · , sk,dk

]T denote
the information symbols to be transmitted by the kth source
at a given time instance, where dk ≤ min {NS,k, ND,k} is
the number of independent data streams. The symbols are
modeled as independent random variables with zero mean
and unit variance, i.e., E

{
sksH

k

}
= Idk

. The kth source
applies a linear precoding matrix Fk ∈ C

NS,k×dk to map
the information symbols sk to its NS,k transmit antennas.
The transmit power is thus given by Tr

(
FkFH

k

)
≤ Pmax

S,k ,
where Pmax

S,k is the maximum affordable power of the kth

source. Let nR,m ∈ C
NR,m×1 be the spatially white, additive

noise vector at the mth relay, with zero mean and covariance
matrix E

{
nR,mnH

R,m

}
= σ2

R,mINR,m
. After the first stage of

transmission, the received signal at the mth relay is given by

zR,m =
K∑

k=1

Hm,kFksk + nR,m. (1)

Each relay then applies a linear precoding matrix Wm ∈
C

NR,m×NR,m to zR,m and forward the resulting signal

rR,m = WmzR,m =
K∑

k=1

WmHm,kFksk + WmnR,m (2)

to the destinations with power

PR,m =
K∑

k=1

Tr
(
WmHm,kFkFH

k HH
m,kW

H
m

)
+ σ2

R,m Tr
(
WmWH

m

)
. (3)

Let nD,k denote the spatially white, additive noise vector at
the kth destination with zero mean and covariance matrix
E
{
nD,knH

D,k

}
= σ2

D,kIND,k
. The kth destination observes the

following signal after the second stage of transmission

yk =
K∑

q=1

M∑
m=1

Gk,mWmHm,qFqsq

+
M∑

m=1

Gk,mWmnR,m + nD,k (4)

where subscript q is now used to index the sources. To
estimate the lth data stream from its corresponding source,
the kth destination applies a linear beamforming vector uk,l

to the received signal, thus forming a receive filtering matrix
Uk = [uk,1, · · · ,uk,dk

] ∈ C
ND,k×dk . The estimated informa-

tion symbols can then be given by

ŝk =
K∑

q=1

M∑
m=1

UH
k Gk,mWmHm,qFqsq

+
M∑

m=1

UH
k Gk,mWmnR,m + UH

k nD,k. (5)

We adopt the MSE as the QoS metric for each estimated
data stream. The major advantage of using MSE is to make the
design problem tractable, which has been well justified in the
relay precoder design literature (see e.g., [5] and references
therein). The MSE of the lth estimated data stream for l ∈
Dk � {1, · · · , dk} at the kth destination is defined as

εk,l = E
{
|ŝk,l − sk,l|2

}
. (6)

Using (5), we can obtain

εk,l =
∥∥∥∥uH

k,l

M∑
m=1

Gk,mWmHm,kFk − eT
k,l

∥∥∥∥2

+
K∑

q=1,q �=k

∥∥∥∥uH
k,l

M∑
m=1

Gk,mWmHm,qFq

∥∥∥∥2

+
M∑

m=1

σ2
R,m

∥∥uH
k,lGk,mWm

∥∥2
+ σ2

D,k ‖uk,l‖2 (7)

where ek,l is a dk × 1 vector with all zero entries but the lth

entry, which is equal to one.
In typical relay scenarios, the CSI of both source-relay and

relay-destination links available at the central processing node
is often imperfect due to channel estimation errors, limited
quantized feedback, and feedback delays. To model the CSI
errors, consider expressing the true but unknown channels as

Hm,k = Ĥm,k + ΔHm,k, Gk,m = Ĝk,m + ΔGk,m (9)

where Ĥm,k and Ĝk,m, respectively, denote the estimated
source-relay and relay-destination channels, while ΔHm,k and
ΔGk,m capture the corresponding channel uncertainties. A
statistical uncertainty model is considered here where the
elements of ΔHm,k and ΔGk,m are zero-mean Gaussian



random variables. Specially, using the Kronecker model [6],
they can be in general written as

ΔHm,k = ΣΣΣ1/2
Hm,k

ΔHW
m,kΨΨΨ

1/2
Hm,k

(10)

ΔGk,m = ΣΣΣ1/2
Gk,m

ΔGW
k,mΨΨΨ1/2

Gk,m
(11)

where ΣΣΣHm,k
, ΣΣΣGk,m

are the row correlation matrices and
ΨΨΨHm,k

, ΨΨΨGk,m
are the column correlation matrices, all being

positive definite. The entries of ΔHW
m,k and ΔGW

k,m are inde-
pendently and identically distributed (i.i.d.) complex Gaussian
random variables with zero mean and unit variance.

In this work, we assume that the magnitudes of the CSI
errors are significantly less than those of the channel estimates,
and therefore, the third- and higher-order terms in ΔHm,k and
ΔGk,m are neglected in the subsequent analysis. Substituting
(9) into (7), and applying the latter assumption, the MSE
incorporating the CSI errors can be written as in (8), shown
at the bottom of this page where the following notations
are introduced to simply the exposition: GGGk,m � Ĝk,mWm,
WWWm,k � WmĤm,k and TTT k,q �

∑M
m=1 Ĝk,mWmĤm,qFq.

We observe that the MSE εk,l now becomes uncertain in
the CSI errors ΔHm,k, ∀(m, k) ∈ M×K, and ΔGk,m,
∀m ∈ M. Therefore, we shall next formulate the robust design
problem, which aims to guarantee satisfactory per-stream QoS
in the presence of such channel uncertainties.

For notational convenience, we define F � (F1, · · · ,FK),
W � (W1, · · · ,WM ) and U � (U1, · · · ,UK), which com-
pactly represent the corresponding design variables. We aim to
find {F,W,U} that jointly minimize the worst weighted per-
stream MSE subject to the source and relay power constraints.
Mathematically, the problem can be formulated as

min
F,W,U

max
∀k∈K,l∈Dk

κk,lεk,l (12a)

s. t. P R,m ≤ ρmPR, ∀m ∈ M (12b)

Tr
(
FH

k Fk

)
≤ Pmax

S,k , ∀k ∈ K (12c)

where
εk,l � E {εk,l} , P R,m � E {PR,m} (13)

respectively denote the averaged MSE and relay power,
{κk,l > 0 : ∀k ∈ K, l ∈ Dk} is a set of weights that are as-
signed to different data streams, PR is a common maximum
allowed power for all the relays, and {ρm > 0 : ∀m ∈ M} is
a set of coefficients used to control the power of each relay.

The above optimization problem is nonconvex and in gen-
eral NP-hard; therefore, finding a global optimum is computa-
tionally expensive, if at all possible. In fact, the large number
of design variables involved in the optimization makes even the

exhaustive search challenging. To overcome these difficulties,
it is more meaningful to employ instead a computationally
tractable algorithm which leads to a local optimum of the
design problem, as presented below.

III. ROBUST JOINT TRANSCEIVER OPTIMIZATION

In this section, we propose an algorithmic solution to the
problem (12), which is robust to the statistical CSI errors. To
further exploit the structure of (12), we need to compute the
averaged MSE and relay power in (13). First, exploiting the
independence of ΔHm,k and ΔGk,m, the averaged MSE over
the channel uncertainties can be given by (14), which is shown
on top of the next page, where

Rk =
K∑

q=1,q �=k

TTT k,q TTT H
k,q +

M∑
m=1

σ2
R,mGGGk,mGGGH

k,m +σ2
D,kIdk

.

(15)
To compute the expectations in (14), we shall make use of the
following lemma.

Lemma 1: Consider a matrix-variate Gaussian distributed
ΔX, i.e., ΔX ∼ CN

(
0,ΣΣΣX ⊗ΨΨΨT

X

)
, which can be expressed

as ΔX = ΣΣΣ1/2
X ΔXWΨΨΨ1/2

X , where the elements of ΔXW are
i.i.d. zero-mean complex Gaussian distributed with unit vari-
ance. Given any Hermitian matrix R, the following identity
holds: EΔX

{
ΔXRΔXH

}
= Tr (RΨΨΨX)ΣΣΣX.

Then applying Lemma 1 to I1 in (14), we can obtain

I1 = uH
k,l E

{
ΔGk,mWWWm,q FqFH

q WWWH
m,q ΔGH

k,m

}
uk,l

= uH
k,l Tr

(
WWWm,q FqFH

q WWWH
m,q ΨΨΨGk,m

)
ΣΣΣGk,m

uk,l.(16)

Similarly, I2 and I3 can be simplified as

I2 = uH
k,l Tr

(
FqFH

q ΨΨΨHm,q

)
GGGk,m ΣΣΣHm,q

GGGH
k,m uk,l (17)

I3 = σ2
R,muH

k,l Tr
(
WmWH

mΨΨΨGk,m

)
ΣΣΣGk,m

uk,l. (18)

Based on (16)–(18), the averaged MSE (14) is equivalent to

εk,l = uH
k,l TTT k,k TTT H

k,k uk,l − 2�
{
uH

k,l TTT k,k ek,l

}
+ uH

k,lRkuk,l + 1 + uH
k,lΩΩΩkuk,l (19)

where

ΩΩΩk =
K∑

q=1

M∑
m=1

(
Tr
(
WWWm,q FqFH

q WWWH
m,q ΨΨΨGk,m

)
ΣΣΣGk,m

+ Tr
(
FqFH

q ΨΨΨHm,q

)
GGGk,m ΣΣΣHm,q

GGGH
k,m

)
+

M∑
m=1

σ2
R,m Tr

(
WmWH

mΨΨΨGk,m

)
ΣΣΣGk,m

. (20)

εk,l =
∥∥∥∥uH

k,l TTT k,k +
M∑

m=1

uH
k,lΔGk,mWWWm,k Fk + +

M∑
m=1

uH
k,lGGGk,m ΔHm,kF − eT

k,l

∥∥∥∥2

+
M∑

m=1

σ2
R,m

∥∥uH
k,lGGGk,m +uH

k,lΔGk,mWm

∥∥2

+
K∑

q=1,q �=k

∥∥∥∥uH
k,l TTT k,q +

M∑
m=1

uH
k,lΔGk,mWWWm,q Fq +

M∑
m=1

uH
k,lGGGk,m ΔHm,qFq

∥∥∥∥2

+ σ2
D,k ‖uk,l‖2

. (8)



εk,l = uH
k,l

(
TTT k,k TTT H

k,k +Rk

)
uk,l − 2�

{
uH

k,l TTT k,k ek,l

}
+ 1 +

K∑
q=1

M∑
m=1

E

{
uH

k,lΔGk,mWWWm,q FqFH
q WWWH

m,q ΔGH
k,muk,l

}
︸ ︷︷ ︸

I1

+
K∑

q=1

M∑
m=1

E

{
uH

k,lGGGk,m ΔHm,qFqFH
q ΔHH

m,q GGGH
k,m uk,l

}
︸ ︷︷ ︸

I2

+
M∑

m=1

σ2
R,m E

{
uH

k,lΔGk,mWmWH
mΔGH

k,muk,l

}︸ ︷︷ ︸
I3

. (14)

After some careful inspection, we find that εk,l is convex with
respect to each of F, W and U, although not jointly convex
in all the design variables.

The averaged relay power P R,m can also be obtained based
on Lemma 1, specifically:

P R,m =
K∑

k=1

(
Tr(FH

k ĤH
m,kW

H
mWmĤm,kFk)

+ Tr
(
FkFH

k ΨΨΨHm,k

)
Tr
(
WH

mWmΣΣΣHm,k

))
+ σ2

R,m Tr
(
WmWH

m

)
. (21)

The convexity of P R,m in each of F and W is immediate.
Note that the inner point-wise maximization in (12a) pre-

serves the partial convexity of εk,l. Hence, due to the partial
convexity of (12a) and (12b), problem (12) has a so-called
block multi-convex structure, i.e., the problem is convex in
each block of variables, although in general not jointly convex
in all the variables. Motivated by this property, we propose
an algorithmic solution for the joint transceiver optimization
based on the block coordinate update approach, which updates
the three blocks of design variables one at a time while fixing
the values of the remaining blocks. In this way, the original
problem is decomposed into three sub-problems, where each
amounts to updating F, W and U separately. We iterate
through the solutions to each three sub-problems in a Gauss-
Seidel manner, and repeat the procedure until a termination
criterion is reached. Next, we derive the solution to each of
these sub-problems.

1) Receive Filter Design: It can be observed in (14) that
εk,l only depends on the corresponding beamforming vector
uk,l, while the constraints (12b) and (12c) do not involve uk,l.
Therefore, for fixed F and W, the optimal uk,l for k ∈ K and
l ∈ Dk in (12a) can be obtained independently and in parallel
for different values of (k, l) by solving the following equation:

∂εk,l

∂u∗
k,l

= 0. (22)

The resulting optimal solution of (22) is the Wiener filter

uk,l =
(
TTT k,k TTT H

k,k +Rk + ΩΩΩk

)−1

TTT k,k ek,l. (23)

2) Source Precoder Design: We then solve for the source
precoders F while keeping W and U fixed. For better expo-
sition of our solution, and after some matrix manipulations,

we can rewrite (12) explicitly in terms of F, as shown in (24)
on top of the next page, where

ak,l
3 � uH

k,l

[ M∑
m=1

σ2
R,m

(
Tr
(
WmWH

mΨΨΨGk,m

)
ΣΣΣGk,m

+GGGk,mGGGH
k,m

)
+ σ2

D,kIND,k

]
uk,l + 1 (25)

Ek,l � ek,leT
k,l and ηR,m � ρmPR−σ2

R,m Tr
(
WmWH

m

)
. The

solution to the problem (24) is not straightforward and we
therefore need transform it into a more tractable form. To this
end, we introduce new variables fk � vec (Fk) ∈ C

N2
S,k×1 and

define the following matrices and vectors that are independent
of fk,∀k ∈ K

Ak,l
1,q �

M∑
m=1

Idk
⊗
( M∑

n=1

WWWH
m,q UUUH

k,m Ek,lUUUk,nWWWn,q

+ Tr
(
uH

k,lΣΣΣGk,m
uk,l

)
WWWH

m,k ΨΨΨGk,m
WWWm,k

+ Tr
(
uH

k,lGGGk,m ΣΣΣHm,q
GGGH

k,m uk,l

)
ΨΨΨHm,q

)
(26)

ak,l
2 � vec

(
M∑

m=1

WWWH
m,k UUUH

k,m Ek,l

)
(27)

Am
4,k � Idk

⊗
(
WWWH

m,k WWWm,k + Tr
(
WH

mWmΣΣΣHm,k

)
ΨΨΨHm,k

)
(28)

where UUUk,m � UH
k Ĝk,m. It is not difficult to verify that Ak,l

1,q

and Am
4,k are positive definite matrices. Then we use the fol-

lowing identities, Tr
(
AHBA

)
= vec (A)H (I ⊗ B) vec (A)

and Tr
(
AHB

)
= vec (B)H vec (A) to transform both the

objective and the constraints in (24) into quadratic expressions
of fk, and finally obtain the equivalent formulation

min
f1,··· ,fK ,t

t (29a)

s. t.
K∑

q=1

fH
q Ak,l

1,qfq − 2�
{
fH
k ak,l

2

}
+ ak,l

3 ≤ t

κk,l

∀k ∈ K, l ∈ Dk (29b)
K∑

k=1

fH
k Am

4,kfk ≤ ηR,m, ∀m ∈ M (29c)

fH
k fk ≤ Pmax

S,k , ∀k ∈ K (29d)

where t is an auxiliary variable. Problem (29) by definition
is a convex separable inhomogeneous quadratic-constrained



min
F

max
∀k∈K,l∈Dk

κk,l

K∑
q=1

M∑
m=1

M∑
n=1

Tr
(
FH

q WWWH
m,q UUUH

k,m Ek,lUUUk,n WWWn,q Fq

)
−

M∑
m=1

2�{Tr (Ek,lUUUk,m WWWm,k Fk)} + ak,l
3

+

K∑
q=1

M∑
m=1

Tr
(
FH

q WWWH
m,k ΨΨΨGk,m WWWm,k Fq

)
Tr
(
uH

k,lΣΣΣGk,muk,l

)
+

K∑
q=1

M∑
m=1

Tr
(
FH

q ΨΨΨHm,qFq

)
Tr
(
uH

k,l GGGk,m ΣΣΣHm,q GGGH
k,m uk,l

)

s. t.
K∑

k=1

Tr

(
FH

k

(
ĤH

m,kW
H
mWmĤm,k + Tr

(
WH

mWmΣΣΣHm,k

)
ΨΨΨHm,k

)
Fk

)
≤ ηR,m, ∀m ∈ M

Tr
(
FH

k Fk

)
≤ Pmax

S,k , ∀k ∈ K (24)

linear program (QCLP). This class of optimization problems
can be equivalently recast as a standard second-order cone
program (SOCP), which can be efficiently solved by a generic
external optimization tool, e.g., SeduMi [7]. Due to the space
limitation, the details of the transformation to the SOCP are
omitted.

3) Relay Precoder Design: To solve for the relay precoders,
we concatenate the design variable into a single column vector
as

w �

⎡
⎢⎣ w1

...
wM

⎤
⎥⎦ =

⎡
⎢⎣ vec (W1)

...
vec (WM )

⎤
⎥⎦ . (30)

For notational convenience, we also introduce HHHm,k �
Ĥm,kFk and define the following intermediate quantities,
which are independent of w:

[
Bk,l

1

]
m,n

=
K∑

q=1

[(
HHH∗

m,q HHHT
n,q

)
⊗
(
UUUH

k,m Ek,lUUUk,n

)]
(31)

bk,l
2,m � vec

(
UUUH

k,m Ek,lHHHH
m,k

)
(32)

Bk,l
3,m �

K∑
q=1

[
Tr
(
uH

k,lΣΣΣGk,m
uk,l

)
HHH∗

m,q HHHT
m,q ⊗ΨΨΨGk,m

+ Tr
(
FH

q ΨΨΨHm,q
Fq

)
ΣΣΣT

Hm,q
⊗UUUH

k,m Ek,lUUUk,m

]
+ σ2

R,m Tr
(
uH

k,lΣΣΣGk,m
uk,l

)
INR,m

⊗ΨΨΨGk,m

+ σ2
R,mINR,m

⊗
(
UUUH

k,m Ek,lUUUk,m

)
(33)

bk,l
4 � σ2

D,k ‖uk,l‖2 + 1 (34)

B5,m �
[
σ2

R,mINR,m
+

K∑
k=1

(
HHH∗

m,k HHHT
m,k

+ Tr
(
FkFH

k ΨΨΨHm,k

)
ΣΣΣT

Hm,k

)]
⊗ INR,m

(35)

where Bk,l
1 is a block matrix with the (m,n)th block as defined

above.
Using the identities Tr

(
AHBCDH

)
=

vec (A)H (DT ⊗ B
)
vec (C), Tr

(
AHBA

)
=

vec (A)H (I ⊗ B) vec (A) and Tr
(
AHB

)
=

vec (B)H vec (A), we can formulate the optimization

problem as follows:

min
w,t

t (36a)

s. t. wHBk,l
1 w −

M∑
m=1

2�
{
wH

mbk,l
2,m

}

+
M∑

m=1

wH
mBk,l

3,mwm + bk,l
4 ≤ t

κk,l
, ∀l ∈ Dk, k ∈ K

(36b)

wH
mB5,mwm ≤ ρmPR, ∀m ∈ M. (36c)

Since Bk,l
1 , Bk,l

3,m, and B5,m are all positive definite matrices,
(36) is also a convex separable inhomogeneous QCLP.

The overall algorithm, with the following convergence prop-
erty, iteratively solves sub-problems (22), (29) and (36) until
a termination criterion is reached.

Proposition 1: The objective (12a) is monotonically non-
increasing after each sub-problem is solved, and lower bound-
ed by zero. Therefore, the iterative algorithm is convergent.

IV. SIMULATION RESULTS

This section presents Monte Carlo simulation results to
verify the robustness of the proposed algorithm against the
channel uncertainties. In all the experiments, we consider a
scenario with K = 2 source/destination pairs and M = 2
relays, where all nodes are equipped with 3 antennas, i.e.,
NS,k = NR,m = ND,k = 3, ∀k,m. Each source transmits
2 independent data streams to its corresponding destination,
i.e., dk = 2, and equal weights κk,l ∀k, l are assigned to all
the data streams. Equal noise variance σ2

D,k = σ2
R,m and unit

maximum source and relay power Pmax
S,k = ρmPmax

R = 1,
∀k,m are assumed. The channels are assumed to be flat-
fading, with the coefficients given by zero-mean unit-variance
complex circular Gaussian random variables. The signal-to-
noise ratios (SNRs) at the relays and the destinations are
defined as SNRR,m � Pmax

S
NR,mσ2

R,m
and SNRD,k � Pmax

R
ND,kσ2

D,k
,

respectively. The channel correlation matrices in (10) and (11)
are obtained by the widely-employed exponential model [8].
Specifically, they are given by

[
ΣΣΣHm,k

]
i,j

=
[
ΣΣΣGk,m

]
i,j

=
α|i−j| and ΨΨΨHm,k

= ΨΨΨGk,m
= σ2

eβ|i−j|, i, j ∈ {1, 2, 3},
where α and β are the correlation coefficients, and σ2

e de-
notes the variance of the CSI errors. The available chan-
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Fig. 2. Worst per-stream MSE of different approaches versus SNR under
different values of CSI error variance (Channel correlation factors α = β =
0.5; SNRR,m = SNRD,k = SNR).

nel estimates, i.e., Ĥm,k and Ĝk,m are generated accord-

ing to Ĥm,k ∼ CN
(
0NR,m×NS,k

,
1−σ2

e

σ2
e

ΣΣΣHm,k
⊗ΨΨΨT

Hm,k

)
and

Ĝk,m ∼ CN
(
0ND,k×NR,m

,
1−σ2

e

σ2
e

ΣΣΣGk,m
⊗ΨΨΨT

Gk,m

)
, respective-

ly, such that the elements of the true channels have unit
variances. We compare the proposed robust design approach
in Section III with i) the non-robust approach, obtained by
neglecting the effects of CSI errors in the robust approach in
Section III, ii) the perfect CSI scenario, obtained by using the
true channels in place of the estimated channels in the robust
approach in Section III and dropping the CSI errors, and iii)
the theoretical MSE given by the optimal objective value of
(12) after optimization (labelled as “optimal MSE”).

In Fig. 2, the worst per-stream MSE is shown as a function
of the SNR with different variances of CSI errors. It is ob-
served that the proposed algorithm achieves better robustness
against the CSI errors than the non-robust design approach
in all cases. Especially, the performance gains are significant
in median and high SNR regime. For the non-robust design,
degradations are observed because the MSE discovered at high
SNRs is dominated by the interference, rather than the noise.
Therefore, the relays are confined to relatively low transmit
power in order to control the interference. We also observe
that the “optimal MSE” and our simulation results tally well,
which justifies the approximations invoked in calculating the
MSE in (8). We thereby conclude that the proposed transceiver
design is capable of achieving an improved robustness against
CSI errors when compared to the non-robust approach.

The effects of channel correlation on the MSE performance
of different approaches are investigated in Fig. 3. It can be
observed that the robust design shows consistent performance
gains over its non-robust counterpart with different α and
σ2

e . The discrepancies between the two approaches become
less significant with an increase in α because the achievable
spatial multiplexing is reduced by a higher channel correlation,
and therefore the robust design can only attain a limited
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Fig. 3. Worst per-stream MSE of different approaches versus channel
correlation factor α under different values of CSI error variance (β is fixed
to 0.45; SNRR,m = SNRD,k = 10dB).

performance improvement.

V. CONCLUSION

This paper studied the joint transceiver optimization in
multiuser MIMO relay networks in the presence of statistical
CSI errors. A robust design approach was formulated to min-
imize the worst per-stream MSE subject to source and relay
transmit power constraints. To overcome the non-convexity
of the problem, we then proposed an algorithmic solution
by adopting an iterative block coordinate update approach,
where the original problem is decomposed into three convex
sub-problems, and solved iteratively until the objective value
converges. Results of simulation experiments over correlated
Rayleigh flat-fading channels confirm the improved robustness
of the proposed robust design approach against the CSI errors.
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